BY-LAWS OF THE ARLINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL HOCKEY CLUB
(draft October 30, 2006) 

ARTICLE I - Name 

This organization shall be known as the Arlington Middle School Hockey Club (AMSH).  
ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 
The purpose of AMSH is to provide middle school aged children the opportunity to compete at the middle school level and to continue to learn and play the game of ice hockey in an environment that instills the ideals of team play, sportsmanship, leadership, and cognitive development. 
ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1.  Eligibility.  Any male or female child who lives in Arlington, VA and is a 6th, 7th, or 8th grader is eligible for membership.  Nonresident, full-time students who attend a public or private school in Arlington County shall have all the rights and privileges of an Arlington County resident.  Members must remain in good standing, where applicable, with Arlington Public Schools (APS), private schools located in Arlington, VA, USA Hockey (the national governing body for ice hockey), Northern Virginia Scholastic Hockey League (NVSHL), AMSH, and the facilities where play occurs. 

Section 2.  Total Membership.  The total number of student members of the AMSH will be unlimited.  However, under the rules of USA Hockey, a maximum of 18 skaters and two goalies can dress for any given game.
Section 2a.  Partial Membership.  Some players may only be able to play on a part-time basis for a variety of reasons.  One reason might be that the coach determines the player’s skill level is insufficient to make him or her safe in a game situation.  Another reason might be that the player has a standing conflict during a regularly-scheduled practice session.  In these cases, the Board of Directors will determine a reduced fee for these players to be members of AMSH.

Section 3.  Loss of Membership.  Player members shall become liable for payment of dues and fees as determined by the Board of Directors.  Player members may be suspended or dropped from the AMSH for failure to abide by their schools rules, USA Hockey rules, NVSHL rules, or these Bylaws and the Operational Guidelines. 
Section 4.  Membership Privileges.  Students who pay membership dues and fees assessed by the Club may participate in the activities of the Club.  Parents or guardians of Club members may attend meetings; participate in discussions; serve on committees, if appointed; or serve as a director or officer, if elected; and vote at general membership meetings, as provided in Article VIII. 
Section 5.  Team Selection.  The coaching staff shall choose the student members who are eligible to play in each game based on criteria such as ability, commitment and safety. 
ARTICLE IV - FEES 
Dues and any fees necessary to cover costs and the administration of the AMSH for the regular NVSHL season (e.g., ice time, registration, insurance, etc.) and a refund policy will be established by the Board of Directors on an annual basis prior to the start of each season.  Additional fees may be levied to cover the cost of participation in a spring league or in any special tournaments.  Every effort will be made to keep the cost as low as possible while still providing a quality program. 

ARTICLE V - CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS 
Section 1.  Conduct.  The conduct of players will be largely governed by the current official rules of hockey as published by USA Hockey or as modified by the rules of any league or association in which the AMSH participates.  Players, coaches, parents, and spectators are required to conduct their relations with other teams, their own team, and other Clubs in a spirit of good sportsmanship.

Section 2.  Disciplinary Action. The coaching staff shall have the authority to suspend any player who they judge to be in violation of the Sportsmanship Rule or Code of Conduct.  The coaching staff shall determine the length of suspension.  Suspension, for any reason, does not entitle a player to a refund of dues or fees. 

ARTICLE VI - SAFETY 
Equipment.  Members may not participate in ice hockey activities, including practices, without the following mandatory protective equipment:  Hockey Equipment Certification Council-approved helmet designed for ice hockey, HECC-approved full face mask designed for ice hockey, internal mouth guard, elbow pads, shoulder pads, hockey pants, shin guards, protective cup with athletic supporter (male), pelvic protector (female), garter belt or pressure shorts, hockey socks, gloves designed for ice hockey, ice hockey skates, and ice hockey sticks.  All members must be members in good standing of USA Hockey. 
ARTICLE VII – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Section 1.  Composition.  The Club will have a Board of Directors composed of five members who are parents or guardians of student members and elected by the general membership.  Members will include a President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and one at-large member.  In the event that one parent is serving in multiple leadership roles, then additional at-large members shall be chosen until the Board has five members.
Section 2.  Purpose and Powers of Club Directors and Officers.   The Board of Directors will establish general policy for the Club, if needed.  Directors will meet at the call of the President for the purpose of conducting regular business and setting policies of the Club. 
Section 3.  Duration of Terms of Service for Board of Directors.  Each member of the Board of Directors shall serve a term of not less than one year and not more than two years.
Section 4.  Duties and Responsibilities of the Officers. 
PRESIDENT
The President is the chief executive officer of the Club and the presiding officer at formal meetings.  The President conducts the regular business of the Club in accordance with these Bylaws and other official operational guidelines (USA Hockey, NVSHL). 
VICE-PRESIDENT
The Vice-President presides at Club meetings in the absence of the President and serves as team manager.  As such, the Vice President will act as registrar for USA Hockey and the NVSHL and to ensure that AMSH provides game officials as required by USA Hockey, NVSHL, or the rink where AMSH is playing. 
SECRETARY
The Secretary keeps a record of all the proceedings of the organization and makes them available upon request from members or directors; drafts or assists in the drafting of official documents, such as filings with the U.S. Government, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and other government bodies; and, keeps the organization's official membership roll. 
TREASURER
The Treasurer keeps custody of all Club funds and financial records; receives, accounts for, and disburses AMSH funds; prepares financial statements and budgets; and, ensures completion of tax documents as local, state and federal law requires.

HEAD COACH(ES) AND ASSISTANTS
The Head Coach is responsible for providing training to the members of the AMSH; instills the AMSH philosophy;  and, selects assistant coaches.  USA Hockey certification is required.
Section 5.  Succession.  In the absence of the President, the Vice-President, or Treasurer, or the Secretary, shall serve in that order.  If a director is unable to serve in his/her elected capacity, the President, with approval of The Board of Directors, shall appoint a successor to serve until a meeting can be called to elect a new officer. 
Section 6. Notice of the Meetings.  The Club shall give reasonable notice of each meeting to each member.  
Section 7.  Special Meetings.  The President, or, in absence of the President, the Vice President, may call a special meeting of  the Board of Directors at any time and shall do so upon the request of a majority of the serving Directors. 
Section 8.  Quorum of Club Directors/Officers.  The presence of a simple majority of the Board of Directors is required to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
Section 9.  Removal of Officers.  If an officer of the club fails to perform the duties assigned to his or her office, the office may be declared vacated by an affirmative vote of the Board of Directors.  The President shall appoint, with the approval of the Board of Directors, a successor until the next general membership meeting when an election will be held. 
Section 10.  Compensation.  All officer, coach, and assistant coach positions shall be unpaid.
ARTICLE VIII - MEETINGS 
1.  General Membership Meeting.  The general membership shall meet at the call of the President at least once per year.  Following the playing season, the membership shall meet for the purpose of electing the next year’s Board of Directors.  If one fifth of the voting members so petition, the President shall call a meeting within twenty days of receipt of petition.  Voting is restricted to parents or guardians of players, with one vote per player.  Any parent or guardian of an AMSH  player may attend any meeting.  One half of the voting membership shall constitute a quorum. 
2.  Board Meetings.  The Board of Directors shall meet at the call of the President.  Any parent or guardian of an AMSH player may attend a Board Meeting.
ARTICLE IX - ELECTIONS 
1.  Nomination.  Not less than 45 days prior to the annual meeting of the AMSH, the President shall appoint a committee to nominate parents and guardians of players as candidates for AMSH directors/officers.  The membership of the AMSH may also nominate candidates by submitting the names of members to the Secretary to be included on the ballot.  Nominations from the floor may also be made. All candidates must be parents or guardians of players in good standing. 
2.  Voting.  Voting for the election of directors shall be made by secret ballot.  If the slate of directors is unopposed, voting may take place by voice vote. 
ARTICLE X - ARLINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL HOCKEY CLUB OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES 
1.  Amendments.  These Bylaws may be amended at a meeting of the membership, or at any special meeting called for that purpose by two thirds vote of the membership present, provided that in either case notice of the intent to offer amendments, and description of the particular amendments to be proposed have been given each member at least 10 days and not more than 30 days in advance of such meeting. 
2.  Annual Audit/Inventory.  The Treasurer shall prepare financial statements to present to the general membership at least once per year. 
3. Club Records.  Copies of the organization papers of the AMSH, these Bylaws, and any amendments thereto, and the membership records of the Club shall be preserved in a place of safekeeping and will not be made available to non-members, except where required by law.
